Young Leaders’ Academy accepts Points of Light Award from Former President
George Bush for performing 2,700 hours of community service
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\ 4 "With what we do, we make a living; with what we give, we make a life."

Dear Baton Rouge Community,

Five years ago the Baton Rouge business community
partnered with the East Baton Rouge Parish Public
School System, the Baton Rouge Area Foundation,
Southern University and Louisiana State University to
take a risk. They dared to come together, to work
together, to trust and to create an organization that
would empower children from the inner city to be their
best academically and behaviorally.

Today, as a result of their vision, the Young Leaders’
Academy of Baton Rouge, Inc. touches the lives of more
than 140 children from local inner-city public schools.
The Academy has achieved local, state, regional and
national acclaim by working diligently to instill the
tenets of success in our children. We have partnered
with parents, mentors, schools, churches, nonprofit
organizations, civic organizations, businesses and the
community to make our organization one of the best in
the nation.

Today, as we express our gratitude to you, Baton Rouge,
for five wonderful years of support, we also reaffirm our
commitment to our mission and your vision, We will
continue to nurture leadership abilities, bolster self-
esteem, demand academic excellence, serve our
community, and teach our children to give nothing less
than their God-given best. We also salute the Baton
Rouge community for selflessly creating us, generously
sustaining us, and for its long-term commitment to
securing our future.

Former Prasident George Bush poses with
members of the Young Leaders’ Academy as they
are presented the Points of Light Award for
community service: (back, left to right) DuJan
Johnsan, YLA educational coordinator; Bush; Kirt
Bennett, YLA executive director; (front, left to right)
Masters Christopher Srith, Ricky Hartford and
Willie Scott.

— Sir Winston Churchill

In 1998 the YLA experienced tremendous gains. Several
accomplishments are listed below:
 Completed 2,700 community service hours in
Baton Rouge
« Honored by former President George Bush and
presented the Points of Light Award at the
Corporation for National Service’s annual convention
» Celebrated our five-year anniversary in
November 1998
» Raised more than $12,000 for a summer trip to
Washington, D.C. (parent’s activity)
» Enrolled our fourth class of 40 boys
(totaling 140 in all)

This newsletter highlights YLAs commitment to service.
As you enjoy our miniature scrapbook of the past year,
please know that all of the enthusiastic faces were put
there by generous corporations and people like you.
Your continued support is needed as we attempt to
support our fifth class of 40 boys in 1999. That growth
will allow YLA to touch the lives of more than 180
children.

If you would like to make a difference in the life of a
child by investing in the Young Leaders’ Academy, please
call us at (225) 346-1583. Remember: an investment in the
Young Leaders’ Academy is an investment in the future
of business and Baton Rouge. Thank you for a wonderful
1998 and God bless.

Sincerely,

The Board of Directors
The Young Leaders’ Academy of Baton Rouge, Inc.
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